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April 19, 1985 
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CHARLESTON, IL (April 19, 1985)--The Eastern Illinoi.s women's tennis team will wind 
up its season by competing in the Gateway Conference championship on April_ 25-27 in 
Peoria, Ill. Defending champion Wichita State is regarded as the f avorite since the 
Shockers return all their top performers. 
Eastern is led by its No. 1 and No. 2 singles players Lauri Lehman (Belleville/Althoff 
Catholic) and Diana Durkee (Lebanon/Lebanon). Lehman and Durkee have provided the Lady 
Panthers with formidable competition in singles play while also forming a dynamic No. 1 
doubles tandem. 
Coach Gail Richard's squad is 3-9 on t he season but the record is a bit misleading. 
EIU has dropped its last two matches to Gateway foes-western Illinois and Indiana State-
by identical 5-4 scores . 
"Our goal is to be competitive in the second division of this year's conference tourna-
ment," says Richard. "We aren't able at t his time to compete with the top schools in the 
Gateway. However, we have made great strides since last year. A year ago we were losing 
a lot of matches 9-0 and this year we've dropped a lot of 5-4 matches that could've gone 
either way. 
"We must hope to improve our finish from last year by pulling a few upsets along the 
way . You never know • • . we could surprise some people." 
The Lady Panthers' best hope for a high finish may lie with No . 6 singles player Gina 
Andres (Mascoutah). The spirited senior is 7-1 in her last eight singles and doubles matches. 
She also teams up with junior Sally Stout (Peoria-Richwoods) to form a successful No. 2 
doubles team. 
"Gina has been playing extremely .well lately," lauds Richatd. ushe is peaking at 
the right time. I believe she may be a player who can surprise some people at conference 
by turning it on. Sally and Gin~ have been coming together as a doubles team. They might be 
able to pull an upset or two in the tournament." 
Junior Patti Kearns (Palatine/Fremd) and sophomore· tori Zupanci (Edwardsville) round 
out the top six players for EIU. The pair also toil as the No. 3 doubles team when not 
playing singles. 
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